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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 03973 301425Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO SSO-OO INRE-00 CAB-05 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 
FAA-00 L-03 /047W 

040320 301456Z/47 

O R 301326Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7503 
INFO AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

UNCLAS LAGOS 3973 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, NI, US 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: DELAY IN SIGNING AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT 
REF: (A) STATE 74597, (B) LAGOS 3697 

1 . WHEN EMBOFF CALLED AT CIV AIR MINISTRY TO COMPLETE ARRANGING 
SIGNING OF BILATERAL, HE LEARNED THAT COMMISSIONER AND MOST 
OTHER SENIOR OFFICIALS, INCLUDING BILATERAL ACTION OFFICER, 

DEPARTED TODAY FOR SAUDI ARABIA. CHECK WITH EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CONFIRMED THAT AGREEMENT CANNOT BE SIGNED UNITL SOMETIME AFTER 
APRIL 10, SINCE COMMISSIONER RETURNS APRIL 7. 

2. PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER THIS WILL CAUSE ANY DIFFICULTIES. 

AS FAR AS WE KNOW NIGERIAN AIRWAYS INAUGURATES NEW YORK SERVICE 
APRIL 7 BUT CAN DO SO UNDER EXISTING PERMIT. IF THAT INCORRECT 
ADVISE. 

EASUM 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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